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remain unsubdued. If all the accounts I have heard to-
day are substantially correct, and I believe they are, life
and property are not secure in most parts of this pro-
vince.
" A number of people whose relations or dear ones-
have either been killed or kidnapped and held to ransom
by the raiders, saw me today. As I listened to the har-
rowing tales of distress, my heart went out to them in
sympathy. But I must confess to you that with all the
will in the world, I possess no magic spell by which I
could restore them to their families. Nor should you ex-
pect much from the Government or the Congress Ministry.
No Government can afford, and the present British Gov-
ernment lacks even the will, to mobilize its military re-
sources every time one of its subjects is kidnapped, unless
the person kidnapped happens to belong to the ruling race,
"After studying all the facts, I have gained the im-
pression that the situation in respect of border raids has
grown worse since the inauguration of Congress Govern-
ment. The Congress Ministers have no effective control
over the police, none over the military. The Congress
Ministry in this province has less than the others. I there-
fore feel that unless Dr. Khan Saheb can cope with the
question of the raids, it might be better for him to tender
his designation. There is danger of the Congress losing
its prestige in this province if the raids continue to in-
crease. Apart from my opinion, you have to say for your-
selves whether in spite of the handicaps I have mentioned,
you would rather have the Congress Ministry or some
other. After all, the Prime Minister is your servant. He
holds office under the triple sufferance of his electorate,
the Provincial Congress Committee and the Working"
Committee.
" Some of those who met me today asked me if they
could seek safety by migrating from the Frontier Pro-
vince. I have told them that migration is a perfectly
legitimate course to adopt when there is no other way
of living with safety and honour. A complaint has fur-
ther been brought to me that the Muslim populations in